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EXAM OVERVIEW
Both the Cambridge Key English Test and the Cambridge Key English Test for Schools, also known as KEY and 
KEYfS, are made up of three papers, each testing different abilities in English. The Reading and Writing paper 
carries 50% of the marks, while the Listening and Speaking papers each carry 25% of the marks. There are three 
pass grades: A, B and C. Candidates also receive a numerical score on the Cambridge Scale for each of the four skills. 
Reading and Writing  60 minutes
Listening  30 minutes (approximately)
Speaking  8–10 minutes (approximately) for each pair of students.

Paper Format task Focus

Reading and Writing
7 tasks, 32 questions

Part 1: Multiple choice 6 short texts, 
6 questions, 3 options.  

Understanding short messages of different 
types. 

Part 2: Multiple matching 3 short texts, 
7 questions, 3 options. 

Read short texts for specific information 
and detailed comprehension. 

Part 3: Multiple choice long text, 
5 questions, 3 options.

Read one longer text for detailed 
understanding and main ideas. 

Part 4: Gapped text, choose correct words, 
6 gaps, 3 options.

Read a longer text and choose missing 
words to complete it (vocabulary).

Part 5: Gap fill text, write correct words, 
6 gaps.

Read a text and write missing words to 
complete it.

Part 6: Write a short email in response to 
information given (about 25–35 words).

Focus on writing a short message including 
key information and using appropriate 
language.

Part 7: Write a short story based on three 
pictures, (35 words or more).

Focus on writing a short creative text 
including key information.

Listening
4 tasks, 25 questions

Part 1: Multiple choice, 5 short recordings, 
3 picture options.

Listening for specific information. 

Part 2: Gap fill, short text, 5 gaps. Listening for specific information. Write 
missing information in a short text about 
the recording.

Part 3: Multiple choice, long recording, 
5 questions, 3 options.

Listening for specific information, feelings 
and opinions.

Part 4: Multiple choice, 5 short recordings, 
5 questions, 3 options.

Listening for the main idea or message.

Part 5: Matching, long text, 5 questions, 
8 options.

Listening for specific information.

Speaking
4 tasks 

Part 1: Introductory phase, examiner-led 
conversation.

Candidates give personal, factual 
information and answer questions about 
their daily life, interests, likes, etc. 

Part 2: Collaborative task. Visual prompts. Candidates compare, describe and express 
opinions based on picture prompts. Follow-
up discussion led by examiner on the same 
topic.
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KEY AND KEY FOR SCHOOLS 
GENERAL QUESTIONS

1 What is the format of the KEY and KEY for Schools 
exams, and are all the papers taken on the same day?
➤ There are three papers: 
Reading and Writing (1 hour) Listening (about 30 minutes) 
Speaking (9–10 minutes). Papers 1 and 2 are always 
taken on the same day. The Speaking Test may be taken 
on the same day or on a different day.

2 How is the KEY for Schools exam different from the 
KEY exam?
➤ KEY for Schools follows the same format as KEY. 
The difference is that the content and topics in KEY 
for Schools are more suitable for the interests and 
experiences of younger people.

3 What level is the KEY exam?
➤ The KEY exam is aligned to the Council of Europe 
Common European Framework for Reference (CEFR) and 
is level A2 in the CEFR.

4 Are the KEY and KEY for Schools exams suitable for 
students from any culture?
➤ Yes. All tasks are written to avoid any cultural bias.

5 What are the grade ranges for the KEY and KEY for 
Schools exam?
➤ There are four grades with fixed values: Pass with merit 
= 85–100%; Pass = 70–84%; A1 = 45–69%; Fail = 44% 
and below.

6 Do I have to pass each paper in order to pass the exam?
➤ No. Each paper doesn’t have a pass or fail mark. The 
final mark a candidate gets is an average mark obtained 
by adding the marks for all three papers together.

7 What mark do I need to get to pass the exam overall?
➤ To achieve a pass in the KEY or KEY for Schools 
exam a candidate must receive a minimum of 70% as an 
overall average.

8 When can I use pens or pencils in the exam?
➤ In the exam a candidate must use pencil in all papers.

9 If I write entirely in capital letters, does this affect my 
score?
➤ No. Candidates are not penalised for writing in capitals 
in the exam.

10 Am I allowed to use a dictionary?
➤ No, you aren’t.

11 Is correct spelling important in Paper 1 (Reading and 
Writing)?
➤ It is important only in Parts 5, 6 and 7.

12 Is correct spelling important in Paper 2 (Listening)?
➤ It is important only in Part 2.

13 In Paper 1 (Reading and Writing) will extra time be given 
for me to transfer my answers to the answer sheet?
➤ No. You must transfer them in the 1 hour you are given 
to complete the exam.

14 In Paper 2 (Listening) will extra time be given for me to 
transfer my answers to the answer sheet?
➤ Yes. You will be given some time at the end of the test 
for this.

15 How many times will I hear each recording in Paper 2 
(Listening)?
➤ You will hear each recording twice.

16 Can I ask any questions if I don’t understand something 
in Papers 1 (Reading and Writing) and 2 (Listening)?
➤ The only questions you can ask are those that 
relate to the rules of the exam. For example, the time 
you have, where to write your name or your answers, 
completing the answer sheet, whether or not you can 
use a pen, etc. You cannot ask for any help with the test 
items themselves.

17 Can I ask any questions if I don’t understand something 
in Paper 3 (Speaking)?
➤ Yes. You can ask the examiner to repeat a question in 
Part 1 and to repeat the instructions in Part 2. If you still 
don’t understand, tell the examiner you don’t understand. 
You can ask your partner to repeat or clarify when they 
are asking you questions or answering your questions in 
Part 2.

18 In Paper 3 (Speaking), do I have to go in with another 
student? Can I choose my partner?
➤ You cannot be examined alone. You will usually be 
examined with one other candidate, but if you are one of 
the last candidates to be examined and there is an odd 
number of candidates on the day, you may be examined 
in a group of three. In some smaller centres you may be 
able to choose your partner, but in bigger centres this 
may not be possible.

19 In Paper 3 (Speaking), is it a good idea for me to 
prepare what I am going to say in Part 1?
➤ It is a good idea to practise saying your name, spelling 
your surname and talking about yourself (your family, 
school, school subjects, hobbies, etc.). It is important that 
you answer the examiner’s questions and that you do so 
naturally, so listen carefully and think about the questions 
you have been asked. If you give a prepared speech you 
may not answer the examiner’s question. You will lose 
marks if your answers are irrelevant.

20 In Paper 3 (Speaking), what if I can’t understand my 
partner in Part 2 or if he/she can’t understand me?
➤ If there is a communication breakdown between 
you and your partner in Part 2, try to solve the problem 
between you. For example, ask your partner for 
clarification or to repeat a question or an answer, or help 
your partner if necessary. You will be given credit for 
helping your partner if he/she is having difficulty.

G
EN

ER
AL

 
Q

U
ES

TI
O

N
S



PARTS 
1–7

R
EA

D
IN

G
 A

N
D

 
W

R
IT

IN
G

OVERVIEW
PAPER 1: READING AND WRITING

About the paper

The Reading and Writing paper lasts 60 minutes and there are seven parts. Parts 1–5 are reading 
tasks. Parts 6–7 are writing tasks.

• In Reading and Writing Parts 1–3, you are given a variety of reading texts. You answer different 
types of questions to show that you can understand the main message and some of the details of 
the texts.

• In Reading and Writing Parts 4 and 5, you are given texts with gaps for you to complete. You must 
show that you can use language correctly by finding the missing words.

• Reading and Writing Parts 6 and 7 are both guided writing tasks.

Reading Parts 1–3

Part 1
In Part 1, you read six short texts. These will include emails, signs, notices, text messages, labels and 
adverts. There is one multiple-choice question for each text. You have to choose from three options 
the answer which is closest to the overall meaning of the text.

Part 2
In Part 2, you read a simplified newspaper, internet or magazine article. The article will contain three 
short texts. The texts are all on the same topic and contain similar ideas and information. The texts 
can be about people, places or events. There are seven questions and you have to match each 
one with the correct text. This part of the paper tests your ability to find specific information by 
reading quickly.

Part 3
In Part 3, you read a simplified newspaper, internet or magazine article. This time there is one long 
text. You have to answer five three-option multiple-choice questions about the text to show that you 
can understand the main ideas and some of the details of a longer text. You may also have to answer 
questions on the opinions and feelings of the writer.

Reading Parts 4 and 5

Part 4
In Part 4, you read a simplified, factual article. This may come from a newspaper, magazine, the 
internet, or an encyclopedia. The text contains six gaps and for each one, you need to choose the 
right word from A, B or C to complete the text. These words will usually be verbs, nouns, adjectives 
and adverbs. This part of the paper tests your ability to read a text and use vocabulary correctly.

Part 5
In Part 5, you read one or two short emails or messages. There are six gaps and you have to think of 
the right word to complete each one. There is an example at the beginning (0). The missing words 
will be grammar words such as auxiliary verbs, prepositions, determiners and pronouns. You must spell 
the words correctly. This part of the paper tests your understanding and knowledge of grammar and 
text structure.

6 Overview READING AND WRITING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe
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Writing Parts 6 and 7

You must do two pieces of writing.

• The first is a short message, usually an email (Part 6). You write 25 words or more for this part.
• The second is a story (Part 7). You look at three pictures and write the story shown in the 

pictures. You write 35 words or more for this part.

You should spend about 20 minutes on the writing tasks. That includes the time to think before you 
start writing and the time to check what you have written.
You get the same number of marks in Part 6 and in Part 7 (15 marks each), so you must try to do 
both well.
Examiners use a mark scheme to decide which band your answer falls in. There are five bands, from 
0 to 5. Band 5 is the best. To get a band 5:

• you must include all the information needed (all three points in Part 6 and all three pictures in 
Part 7)

• your writing must be clear and easy to understand, with good spelling and punctuation
• you must organise your writing in a way that helps the reader understand your meaning.

Your answer does not have to be perfect to get a band 5. However, you can go down one or more 
bands if your writing is hard to understand, if you don’t write enough or if you miss out any of the 
important information needed.

Part 6
In Part 6, you are given a short text (a note, an email or a postcard from a friend) or some 
instructions. These tell you what you need to write. There are always three pieces of information that 
you must include in your email or note. This part of the paper tests your ability to communicate a 
message to a friend in writing.

Part 7
In Part 7, you write a story. You are given three pictures. Your task is to write the story shown in the 
pictures. You must include information from all three pictures in your story. You should describe what 
you see in the pictures and link the events together using simple connecting words such as ‘if ’, ‘and’, 
‘so’, ‘because’, etc. This part tests your ability to write a short narrative.

See  WRITING BANK  for reference (pages 48-49)

7© PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe  READING AND WRITING Overview
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PART 1: TRAINING
Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 9 and 11. 
a How many questions do you have to answer?

b How many options do you have to choose from for each question?

Focus on the questions

1 Look at question 1 on page 9. What kind of text is this?
a an email 

b a text message 

c a notice

2 Where might you see it? Underline the words that help you decide.
a in a theatre

b in a school

c in a music shop

3 The answer to question 1 on page 9 is B. Underline the words in the notice that 
match the meaning of B.

4 Why are A and C wrong? What is Mr Jones telling students to do in the notice?

5 Now look at question 2. What kind of text is this?
a an email

b a notice

c  a message posted on the internet

6 Now answer these questions about question 2.
a Who wrote the message? Who do you think she is writing to?

b What is her problem? Underline the words that tell you.

c Read the question and the message. What is Hannah doing? Is she asking for 
information, or giving information? How do you know?

d Read options A, B and C. Which one matches Hannah’s reason for writing 
this message?

7 Look at question 3. What kind of text is this?
a an email

b a sign

c a text message

8 Look at question 3 again and answer these questions.
a Where would you see it?

b Who can use this equipment?

c Is it OK to use the equipment when it is raining?

d Read the three options A, B and C. Which one says the same thing as the sign?

8 PArT 1: TrAiNiNg READING AND WRITING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe
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Part 1

Questions 1 – 6

For each question, choose the correct answer.

1

A Mr Jones would like students to 
practise quietly.

B Mr Jones does not want people to 
talk loudly here.

C Mr Jones wants to know which 
students were noisy.

2

Why did Hannah write this message?

A to tell her friends how to contact her

B to find out if anyone has seen her 
phone

C to check if her friends are going out 
today

3 

A You should not exercise here in wet 
weather.

B It’s not safe to use this equipment at 
the moment.

C Children under 12 must be with an 
adult when using this equipment.

Quiet please!
Students are using this 
room to practise for the 

end-of-term concert.
Mr Jones

Hi everyone,
I’ve lost my phone so don’t 
try to call or text me! 
However, I’ll be near my 
computer most of the day.
Hannah

REPLY ……

Highlands Park
Outdoor fitness equipment 

for over 12s only

Danger – don’t use in rain

9© PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe  READING AND WRITING PART 1
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Part 1: Training

9 Look at question 4 on page 11. What kind of text is this?
a an email

b a notice

c a text message

10 Now answer these questions about question 4.
a Who are Pete and Jenny – friends or brother and sister? How do you know?

b Underline the verbs in options A, B and C. What is the difference between lend 
and borrow? What does return mean?

c Read the message carefully. Decide which option is the answer. Why are the 
other two wrong?

11 Look at question 5. What kind of text is this?
a an email

b a sign

c a text message

12 Now answer these questions about question 5.
a Where might you see it?

b Read option A. Is the sign giving information about opening hours?

c Read option B. Does the sale begin or end on May 18th?

d Read option C. What is happening on May 18th?

e Decide which option means the same thing as the sign.

13 Look at question 6. What kind of text is this?
a an email

b a notice

c  a message posted on the internet

14 Look at question 6 again and answer these questions about it.
a Who wrote the message? Who do you think she is? Who do you think Harry is?

b Read option A. Has Harry already started his painting?

c Read option B. Does she say anything about helping him?

d Read option C. Is she asking when Harry will finish his painting?

e Choose A, B or C and underline the words that helped you choose.

10 PArT 1: TrAiNiNg READING AND WRITING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe
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4 

Jenny is asking Pete to

A lend her some football boots.

B return some football boots to her.

C borrow some boots from his brother.

5  

A Opening hours will change on 
May 18th.

B A big clothes sale begins here 
on May 18th.

C It won’t be possible to shop here 
after May 18th.

6 

What is Mrs Kenton doing in this email?

A suggesting a subject for Harry’s 
painting

B offering to help Harry with 
his painting

C checking how soon Harry can finish 
his painting

Pete,
Have you still got those 
football boots I lent 
you? My brother’s ones 
are too small for him 
now so he wants them.
Jenny

Superstars Sports Store
We’re closing on

Saturday May 18th.

Big discounts on
clothes until then!

To: Harry
From: Mrs Kenton

The art exhibition’s next week and I’d 
love to include your wildlife painting. 
Do you think it’ll be ready by then?

11© PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe  READING AND WRITING PART 1
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PART 2: TRAINING
Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 13. 
a How many questions do you have to answer?

b How many options do you have to choose from for each question?

Focus on the questions

1 Look at the questions and the title of the article on pages 13 and 14. Answer 
the questions.
a What is the article about?

b How many questions are there?

c How do you answer each question?

2 Read the article quickly. What are three people doing? Tick (✓) the correct phrase.
• Describing their favourite museum 
• Saying how they feel about museums 
• Telling people to go to museums more often 
• Suggesting some good museums to go to 

3 Look at question 7. Read it carefully and answer the questions.
a Read all the texts quickly. Underline anything the people say that you think is 

about the idea of ‘travel’.

b Read your underlined parts again. Which of the texts says the same thing as 
question 7 but in different words?

4 Now look at question 8. Read it carefully and answer the questions.
a Read all the texts quickly. Underline anything the people say that you think is 

about the idea of visiting a museum several times.

b Read your underlined parts again. Look for a phrase that means ‘visit several 
times’. This will help you find the text that says the same thing as question 8 but 
in different words.

5 Answer the questions about question 9.
a Read all the texts quickly. Underline anything the people say that you think is 

about the idea of museums changing their exhibitions.

b Read your underlined parts again. Which of the texts says the same thing as 
question 9 but in different words?

c Which text contains the word ‘exhibition’. Does this bit of text have the idea of 
the exhibition changing?

6 Continue like this for questions 10, 11, 12 and 13. Read each question carefully 
then find and underline the parts of the texts that match the question.

7 Now do the exam task for Part 2.

12 PArT 2: TrAiNiNg READING AND WRITING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe
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Part 2

Questions 7 – 13

For each question, choose the correct answer.

 Chris Emily Daniel

7 Who always visits museums when they travel? A B C

8 Who says it is important to visit the same museum several times? A B C

9 Who likes museums where the exhibitions often change? A B C

10 Who says that museums should have friendly staff? A B C

11 Who says that they sometimes only look at a few things in a room? A B C

12 Who learns more in a museum than in a classroom? A B C

13 Who prefers going around a museum with a guide to going alone? A B C

13© PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe  READING AND WRITING PART 2
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How important are museums to you?
We asked three young people this question and this is what they told us.

Chris A lot of my friends think museums are boring but I 

love them. I prefer ones where they move things round 

regularly, and bring in new things to keep it interesting. 

I also like to have things to listen to as well as look at. 

I suppose I like museums because I’m really interested 

in history and art. We study these subjects at college, 

but I’ve actually found out a lot more about them from 

museums than from my textbooks.

Emily I’m lucky because I live in New York, so there are lots 

of great museums for me to visit. One thing I’ve learnt 

is that you should never try to see a whole museum 

the first time you go. Just go to one or two rooms, and 

then return as often as you can to see the rest. For me, 

it’s important that the people who work in the museum 

are pleasant, and happy to talk to me about the things 

in the exhibition. That makes a big difference.

Daniel I don’t go to museums much, except during my 

holidays in new cities. Then I make sure I spend at 

least a day going to the most famous ones. If it’s a 

big museum and I don’t have much time, I sometimes 

walk into a room and choose just five things to look 

at. I also take a tour if there is one, as I learn so much 

more from listening to the person showing us round 

than I do if I’m by myself.

14 PArT 2 READING AND WRITING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe
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PART 3: TRAINING
Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 16 and 17.
a What do you have to do in this task?

b What kind of text is this? Where might you see it?

c What kind of questions does this part have?

d How many questions are there?

2 Look at the bullet points below. Tick (✓) the things you think will be in the article. 
Can you guess two more things that might be in the article?
• what hill running is 
• how old Jay is 
• who Jay does it with 

• competitions Jay enters 
• how good Jay is 
• injuries Jay has had 

3 Read the text quickly to check your answers to 2 above.

Focus on the questions

1 Look at question 14. Read the question and the options carefully. Do you need to 
answer a question or complete a sentence?

2 Now read question 14 again. Answer these questions about it.
a There is something about all three options, in the text. Find the information about 

options A, B and C in this extract from it.
It’s not popular among my friends, but I love it. My dad took me and my 
brothers out running when we were little, and then when I was about 15 I joined 
a hill running club, called the York Merlins.

b The question asks about Jay’s first experience of hill running. The answer  
is C – his family. Why?

c Why are options A and B wrong?

3 Look at question 15. Read it carefully, and the options. Do you need to answer a 
question or complete a sentence?

4 Now read question 15 again. Answer these questions about it.
a The question asks how Jay feels about the good runners in his club. Look at 

the extract from text below. Is Jay as good as some other runners? Is he upset 
about this or not? Which phrase tells you this?

There are some excellent runners in the club. When we do our practice runs, 
I’m always a long way behind them. But that doesn’t bother me. They’re all 
really nice and often give me advice. What I love is being outdoors and finding 
all these beautiful places I never knew were there.

b The correct answer is B – he doesn’t mind. Why?

c Why are answers A and C wrong?

5 Now do the same for questions 16, 17 and 18. Underline the important information 
and then think carefully about the meaning of the question and text before you 
choose the right answer.

15© PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe  READING AND WRITING PArT 3: TrAiNiNg
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Part 3

Questions 14 – 18 

For each question, choose the correct answer.

How I spend my free time
Jay Portman describes his unusual hobby, hill 
running, and tells us why he enjoys it.  

Hill running is the sport of running up and down hills 

and mountains, through open countryside. It’s not 

popular among my friends, but I love it. My dad took 

me and my brothers out running when we were little, 

and then when I was about fifteen, I joined a hill 

running club, called the York Merlins.

There are some excellent runners in the club. When we do our practice runs, I’m 

always a long way behind them. But that doesn’t bother me. They’re all really 

nice and often give me advice. What I love is being outdoors and finding all these 

beautiful places I never knew were there.

We race against other clubs at the weekends. In these races, runners are told where 

to finish, but not how to get there. You need a good map and compass so you don’t 

get lost. Everyone starts together at the beginning, but later in the race you often 

find yourself running alone.

Anyone can enter these races – you just get there in the morning, pay your £5, and 

run. There are no T-shirts or medals for the winners. The most you get is a piece of 

cake! Often there are international hill running champions taking part, but they are 

just as friendly as everyone else.

That doesn’t mean it’s an easy sport. Last weekend I did a race in heavy rain and 

high winds, and I was asking myself what I was doing out there. But I got to the end, 

and that was an amazing feeling.    

16 PArT 3 READING AND WRITING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe
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14 Jay’s first experience of hill running was with

A a club.

B some friends.

C his family.

15 How does Jay feel about the good runners in his club?

A He’d like to be as fast as them one day.

B He doesn’t mind that they are better than him.

C He thinks they should help slower runners improve.

16 What does Jay say is important in the races he enters?

A listening to the instructions

B staying close to other runners

C being able to find your way

17 What do we learn about the races from the fourth paragraph?

A They don’t have big prizes.

B They are only for local runners.

C They are free for some people to enter.

18 What does Jay say about the last race he did?

A The bad weather made it dangerous.

B He was very happy when he finished it.

C It wasn’t as difficult as some races he has done.
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PART 4: TRAINING
Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 19. 
a What do you have to do in this task?

b What kind of text is this? Where might you see it?

c What kind of questions does this part have?

d How many questions are there?

2 Look at the title of the text and the photo. What kind of information do you think 
the text will include? Tick (✓) what you expect to read about.
• when Dakota Fanning was born 
• the films she has been in 
• where she lives now 

• what her family does 
• her first acting job 

3 Read the text once. Don’t worry about the gaps yet. Check your answers to 2.

Focus on the questions

1 Look at question 19. All of these words can be about someone’s age, but only one 
fits in this sentence. We can say a little girl and a small girl, but can we say a little age 
or a small age?

2 Now look at question 20. All of these words are about work, but only one fits in this 
sentence. The important words here are long and successful. Is it possible to have a 
long job or a long occupation?

Focus on the language

1 Some words, like career, job and occupation have a similar meaning but they are 
not used in the same way.
Choose the best word to complete each gap. Put the word in its correct form.
a arrive/drive/travel

i ‘John always   late in the morning,’ said his teacher.
ii Penny   to school by bus.
iii Louise’s mum   her to school every morning.

b do/make/play
i All she does is   computer games all day.
ii Every evening I help to   the washing-up.
iii Paul   his bed every morning before he goes to school.

c look/see/watch
i Did you   TV last night?
ii I   my friend at the cinema last night.
iii Jane has   everywhere for her keys, but she can’t find them.

d decide/plan/think
i Next summer we   to visit my cousins in South Africa.
ii I   I’ll call Rob.
iii I’ve   to write a story about my last holiday.

2 Now look at questions 19–24 on page 19 and choose the correct answers.

18 PArT 4: TrAiNiNg READING AND WRITING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe



TEST 
1

R
EA

D
IN

G
 A

N
D

 
W

R
IT

IN
G

Part 4

Questions 19 – 24

For each question, choose the correct answer.

Dakota Fanning

Dakota Fanning was born on February 23rd 1994, in 

Georgia, USA. She began acting classes at a very 

(19)   age and starred in her first TV advert when 

she was just five years old.

After that, she had a long and successful (20)   

as a child actor in both TV shows and films. In 2001, 

she (21)   an important prize for her part in the 

film I am Sam. Over the next ten years, she acted with many big Hollywood stars, 

including Reese Witherspoon, Tom Cruise and Kurt Russell.

Dakota Fanning is different from many child actors because her success continued 

as she (22)   up and became an adult. In 2018, she (23)   to TV for 

the first time in ten years, starring in a popular police drama set in the nineteenth 

century, (24)   The Alienist.    

19 A small B early C little

20 A career B job C occupation

21 A did B earned C won

22 A got B grew C went

23 A returned B changed C arrived

24 A said B told C called
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PART 5: TRAINING
Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 21. 
a What do you have to do in this task?

b How many questions are there?

c What kind of text is this?

d Is this part testing your knowledge of 
grammar or vocabulary?

2 Read the email.
Do you think Tom and Rob are friends?
Why is Tom writing to Rob?

Focus on the questions

1 The kind of words tested in this part are 
grammar words. Look at the example. What 
kind of word is about?

2 Look at question 25. Which word do we use 
with thanks so … to mean ‘a lot’?

3 Look at the sentence with question 26. What is 
the function of this sentence? Which question 
word is needed?

4 Now look at question 27. You need a 
preposition here. Why is before wrong? 
Which is the correct preposition?

5 Look at question 28. What word can we use 
with are at the beginning of this sentence?

6 Look at question 29. What kind of word must 
follow wanted to in question 29? Which word 
completes the phrase  .... someone know?

7 Now look at question 30. What kind of word 
must follow It will …? What form must it be in? 
What is the word needed here?

Focus on the language

1 Complete the gaps with a preposition from 
the box.

at by in on on to to

a Let’s meet   6.00 o’clock.

b I usually go to school   foot but 
today I came   bus.

c I was born   the 11th October.

d Do you go   primary school?

e What time do you wake up   
the morning?

f Can I speak   you, please?

2 Choose the best option to complete 
each sentence.
a Is that jumper your / yours?

b Here / There are many people outside.

c I have so many / much friends – at 
least twenty!

d Lots / Some people think maths is hard but I 
don’t.

e Have we got a / any sugar?

3 Choose the best option to complete 
each question.
a What / How is your brother called?

b What did / are Miss Jones tell you?

c Have / Did you seen Toby today?

d How / Where about going shopping?

4 Think of one verb to complete each sentence. 
Sometimes more than one answer is possible.
a I   you can come and see me soon.

b Let me   if you can come.

c I want to   swimming later.

d I’d   to see you later.

e I   free this morning but not 
this afternoon.
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Part 5

Questions 25 – 30

For each question, write the correct answer. Write one word for each gap.

Example: 0 about

 From: Tom
 To: Rob

I’m writing 0 about  my party on Saturday. Thanks so 25  

for offering to help me get everything ready. 26  don’t you 

come over to my place tomorrow 27  school? We can have 

dinner together and start planning. 28  are lots of things to 

think about!

Also, I wanted to 29  you know that I’m going to invite a girl 

called Hannah to the party. She’s just moved into the house next door 

to mine, so it will 30  a good way for her to meet people and 

make friends.

Text me if you can come tomorrow.
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PART 6: TRAINING
Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 23. 
a What type of text do you need to write?

b Who must you write to?

c What three pieces of information must you include?

Focus on the questions

1 Read the three answers to the exam question and for each one, answer 
these questions.
a Has the student included something about all three pieces of information?

b Has the student written enough words?

c Is the answer easy to understand?

d Are there any language mistakes in the answer?

1 
Dear Ashley,
I got nice clothses to go the shops, you like it I know. You can come with me on 
Saturday for shopping? It’s great. Call soon, my friend.
Paul

2 
Hi Ashley,
Would you like come shoping with me on Saturday, if you are free? I need to 
get some new clothes because I am going in holiday at two weeks. I want to 
going to the new shopping center in town.
Let me know,
Jose

3 Ashley,
I need to go shops for new cloths. Mines are all very small now as I am grow 
too fast. I’m going to department store in the town. I like cloths in there.
Tania

2 Match the students' answers in exercise 2 with the examiner’s comments below.
A This is a very good answer. All the information is included. The organisation 

is good, with some examples of conjunctions. There are a few small mistakes 
with grammar and spelling, but they don’t stop the reader fully understanding 
the message.

B This is a very poor answer. Only the invitation is included – the rest is impossible 
to understand.

C This answer is okay, but not very good. One point is missing – there is no 
invitation included. The other two points are included. There are some mistakes 
with spelling and grammar.

3 Write your own answer to the writing task.

TEST 
1
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Part 6

Question 31

You want to go shopping for some new clothes on Saturday.

Write an email to your English friend, Ashley.

In your email:
• ask Ashley to come with you
• explain why you need new clothes
• say where you’d like to go shopping.

Write 25 words or more.

TEST 
1
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PART 7: TRAINING
Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 25.
a What type of text do you need to write?

b What information must you include?

Focus on the questions

1 Read the three answers to the exam question and for each one, answer 
these questions.
a Has the student included something about all three pictures?

b Has the student written enough words?

c Is the answer easy to understand?

d Are there any language mistakes in the answer?
1 

Jane and Susan love the music so going to a concert in the park. 
They show their tickets to the staff at the gate and walk inside. 
They has the picnic on the grass before the concert. They eating 
sandwiches and drinks. When the music start they danced and have 
a great time.

2 
Me and my friend arrived at the park and gave our tickets at the 
gate. We waited for the music and when the band played we danced 
and sang all the songs. It was the best day of our lives.

3 
We give our tickets and then entered the park and had picnic. Then 
we dance to the music.

2 Match the answers with the examiner’s comments and scores below.
A This is a good answer. Information from all the pictures is included. The 

organisation is good, with lots of examples of good organisation of ideas – so, 
and, before and when. There are some mistakes with tenses which make it a bit 
difficult to understand in places.

B This is a poor answer. It does tell the story shown in the pictures, but it is too 
short – it is only 18 words and it should be at least 35.

C This answer is okay but not very good. One point is missing – there is no 
mention of the picnic. The other two points are included and clear.

3 Write your own answer for the writing task.
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Part 7

Question 32

Look at the three pictures.

Write the story shown in the pictures.

Write 35 words or more.
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PAPER 2: LISTENING

About the paper

The Listening paper lasts about 30 minutes. This includes 6 minutes for you to write your answers on 
the Answer Sheet. 
There are five parts in the Listening test. In Parts 1 and 4, you hear short recordings and answer one 
question with three options on each recording. In Part 2, you hear one long recording and you have 
to write down five pieces of information. In Part 3, you hear a long recording and you have to answer 
five three-option multiple-choice questions. In Part 5, you have to answer five matching questions. 
You hear each recording twice.
There are five parts to the Listening paper which is 25% of your overall score. Each part has five 
questions in it and is worth 5 marks.

How to do the paper

Part 1
You hear five different short recordings and you have to answer a question about each one. You 
always hear two people talking about something in an everyday situation. For each question, there are 
three pictures. You read the question, listen to the recording and decide which picture is the correct 
answer. You have to listen for specific information in the conversation, such as times, places, activities 
and plans. Listen carefully, because you hear about the things in all three pictures, but only one picture 
answers the question.

Part 2
In Part 2, there is one long recording and there is always just one person talking. For example, you 
may hear a teacher giving her class some information. You hear a sentence that tells you who is 
speaking and what they’re talking about. You then have time to read a set of notes from which some 
of the information is missing. The task begins with an example. Read this carefully and think about the 
type of information you need to fill each of the five gaps.
When you listen, follow the information in the notes. You will hear some of the words that are written 
there. Be ready to write the missing information in the gaps. Write the exact word, number, date or 
time that you hear. Always listen carefully. You may hear more than one word that could fit in a gap, 
but only one word is the correct answer. Sometimes, you have to write the spelling of a word, like 
somebody’s name for example. Listen to the letters carefully.
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Part 3
In Part 3, there is also one long recording, but this time it’s a conversation between two people. You 
hear and read a sentence that tells you who is speaking and what they are talking about. For example, 
it could be two friends talking about a concert they have just been to. You then have time to read 
the five three-option multiple-choice questions. The information in the recording comes in the same 
order as the questions.
You listen and choose the correct answer (A, B or C). Listen carefully and think about the meaning of 
what the people say. You may not always hear the same words that are written in the options, but you 
do hear the answer to the question.

Part 4
In Part 4, you hear five short recordings. You may hear just one person speaking or it may be a 
conversation between two people. There is a multiple-choice question for each recording.
You hear a sentence that tells you who is speaking and what they are talking about. Then you have 
time to read the question and the options (A, B and C). You listen to the recording and choose the 
correct answer. You need to listen for the main idea or topic. You do not usually hear the same words 
that you read in the options, so think about the meaning of what the people are saying.
Some questions ask about one of the people, but others may ask about both. Sometimes the 
question might ask, for example, why the speakers didn’t go somewhere or didn’t enjoy something. 
Always read the question carefully.

Part 5
In Part 5, you hear one long recording and you have to match items in one list with items in another 
list. There are always two people speaking. There are five questions and seven options. There is an 
example at the beginning so you see eight options, A–H, on the page.
You hear and read a sentence that tells you who is speaking and what they are talking about, for 
example, it may be a boy telling a friend about the postcards he got from different people. You listen 
and choose the correct answer (A–H). Listen carefully and think about the meaning of what the 
people say. You may not always hear the same words that are written in the options. Sometimes you 
may hear two words that are options, but only one answers the question correctly.
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PART 1: TRAINING

Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the task on pages 30 and 31.
a How many questions are there?

b How many pictures does each question have?

c What do you have to do?

Focus on the questions

1 Look at question 1. What information must you listen for?

2  Now read question 1 and listen to the recording. Underline the times in the 
extract from the audio script.

Question 1. What time will Josh and Hannah meet?

Josh: Hi Hannah. Don’t forget we’re going to the cinema for Lucy’s birthday 
tonight.

Hannah: I know Josh! Shall we go together? We can catch the seven o’clock bus 
from Grange Road.

Josh: OK. I’ll come to your house at a quarter to seven and we can walk to the 
bus stop from there.

Hannah: Great. But don’t be late! The film starts at half past seven.

3 Match each time to one of the the pictures, A, B or C.

   
 A B C

4 Read question 1 again carefully. Underline the text in the recording that matches 
the meaning of the question.

5 Which time answers the question correctly?

6 Why are the other two options wrong?

TEST 
1
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7 Now look at the question and pictures for question 2. What does the 
£ symbol mean?

8  Prices, times and other numbers are often tested in Part 1. Listen and tick (✓) 
the correct price, time or number that you hear.
1 A 5  B 25 

2 A 330  B 303 

3 A £14  B £40 

4 A £5.99  B £599 

5 A 6.45  B 7.15 

6 A 7.20 a.m.  B 7.20 p.m. 

9 Describe the covers of the notebooks in the pictures for question 3. How are 
they different?

10 Now read question 4 and name the sports in the pictures. 

11  Listen and check your answers to question 4.

12 Read the question and name the kinds of food in the pictures for question 5.

13  Now read question 5 and listen to the recording. Answer these questions.
a What is the girl's dad planning for dinner?

b what did the girl have for her lunch?

c What does the girl want for dinner?

Question 5. What will the girl eat for dinner tonight?

Girl:  Hi Dad. What's that you're cooking? 

Dad:  It's roast chicken for our dinner.

Girl:  Do you mind if I have something else? I had a big plate of pasta at school 
so I'm not very hungry.

Dad:  No problem. There's some soup in the fridge.

Girl:  Perfect! I'll have the chicken tomorrow.

14 Now try the exam task.

TEST 
1
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Part 1

Questions 1 – 5

For each question, choose the correct answer.

1 What time will Josh and Hannah meet?

   
 A B C

2 How much did the girl pay for her tennis shoes?

   
 A B C

3 Which notebook was left in the classroom?

   
 A B C

TEST 
1
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4 Which after-school sport will the boy do this term?

   
 A B C

5 What will the girl eat for dinner tonight?

   
 A B C
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PART 2: TRAINING

Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 33. 
a How many questions are there?

b Who will you hear? What will the person 
talk about?

c What do you have to do?

Focus on the questions

1 Read the notes for Part 2. What kind of 
information is missing? Match the questions 
with A–F.
Example A a thing

Question 6 B a time

Question 7 C a name

Question 8 D a day of the week

Question 9 E a phone number

Question 10 F a date

2  Listen to the recording. Write down the 
phone numbers you hear.

a  

b  

c  

d  

3 In pairs, practise reading out the phone 
numbers in exercise 2.

4  Listen to some people spelling their names. 
Write the names that you hear.

a  

b  

c  

d  

e  

5 Work in pairs. Ask your partner to spell the 
following names:
a Your name 

 

b Your dad’s/mum’s name 

 

c Your best friend’s name 

 

d Your grandmother’s name 

 

e The name of your town/village 

 

6  Read these dates. Then listen and repeat.
a 20th November

b 2nd November

c 12th November

d 1st December

e 25th March

f 31st May

7 Now try the exam task.
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Part 2

Questions 6 – 10

For each question, write the correct answer in the gap. Write one word or a number or a date or a time.

You will hear a girl leaving a message about band practice.

 

Band practice for school concert

Date of concert: 21st May

Day of practice: (6)  

Name of room: (7)  

Time: (8)   p.m.

What to bring: (9)  

Number to call: (10)  
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PART 3: TRAINING

Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 35. 
a How many questions are there?

b Who will you hear? What will they 
talk about?

c What do you have to do?

Focus on the questions

1 Read through all the questions carefully. 
Choose which speaker you think will give the 
answer for each question.
Question 11 Darren / Maria

Question 12 Darren / Maria

Question 13 Darren / Maria

Question 14 Darren / Maria

Question 15 Darren / Maria

2 Which questions are about facts and which are 
about opinions or feelings?

3 Match the sentences with the feelings 
and opinions.
1 ‘The book had 600 pages and I couldn’t 

finish it.’

2 ‘I enjoyed horse-riding more than anything 
else.’

3 ‘I don’t want to go to the party because I 
won’t know anyone.’

4 ‘The film made me laugh a lot.’

5 ‘There isn’t enough light in this room.’

6 ‘I can’t wait to go to the theatre.’

A It’s too dark.

B It was my favourite activity.

C It was very long.

D I’m excited about going there.

E It was funny.

F I’m worried about going there.

4  Now read question 11 and listen to the first 
part of the conversation. Answer the questions 
about it.

Question 11. The dance school Maria goes 
to is
A near her home.

B in the town centre.

C at her college.

Darren: You’re looking well Maria. Are you 
still doing a lot of running?

Maria: Actually, I’ve started going to a 
dance school. It’s great for me 
because I can get the bus there 
from the town centre after college, 
and then it’s just a short walk to my 
house when the lesson ends.

a The answer to question 11 is A – near her 
home. Underline the information that tells us 
this in the audioscript.

b Why is B wrong?

c Why is C wrong?

5 Now try the exam task.

TEST 
1
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Part 3

Questions 11 – 15

For each question, choose the correct answer.

You will hear Maria talking to her friend Darren about a dance school.

11 The dance school Maria goes to is

A near her home.

B in the town centre.

C at her college.

12 What kind of dance is Maria learning at the moment?

A modern dance

B street dance

C jazz dance

13 How much did Maria pay for her dance classes?

A £25

B £75

C £100

14 Why does Darren want to do dance classes?

A to get fit

B to have fun

C to make new friends

15 Darren agrees to meet Maria next Saturday

A at the bus stop.

B at Maria’s home.

C at the dance school.

TEST 
1
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PART 4: TRAINING

Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 37. 
a How many questions are there?

b What do you have to do?

2 This part tests your understanding of gist and not detail. Which of these are gist 
and which are detail? Write G (gist) or D (detail).
a a date  

b an opinion or feeling  

c a price  

d the general subject  

e the reason for speaking  

f a time  

g a number  

h understanding where people are  

Focus on the questions

1 Now read questions 16–20. Match each one with the question types in 
Exercise 2 above.

2  Read question 16 then read and listen to the extract from the audioscript. 
Answer the questions about it.

Question 16. You will hear two friends talking. Where are they?
A at home

B in a restaurant

C on a train.

Girl: I’m really hungry! I forgot to eat before we left the house.
Boy: Me too, I’m starving! And we won’t get to our station for another two hours.
Girl: How much money have you got on you?
Boy: Six pounds. It’s enough to get a couple of sandwiches.
Girl: OK. You go and get them. I’ll stay in my seat and look after our bags.

a Look at the underlined information in the audioscript and the three options. 
Which is the right answer?

b Why is A wrong? Which of the underlined sentences tells you this?

c The two people talk about food, so why is B wrong? Underline the sentence 
which tells you this.

3 Now try the exam task.
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Part 4

Questions 16 – 20

For each question, choose the correct answer.

16 You will hear two friends talking. Where are they?

A at home

B in a restaurant

C on a train

17 You will hear two friends talking in a clothes shop. What doesn’t the man like about the jacket?

A its colour

B its price

C its length

18 You will hear a woman talking on the radio. What is she doing?

A giving instructions

B describing a meal

C offering advice

19 You will hear two friends talking at home. What have they just broken?

A a game

B a glass

C some furniture

20 You will hear a man describing a painting. What is the painting of?

A a street

B a forest

C a person
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PART 5: TRAINING

Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the exam task on page 39.
a How many people will you hear?

b What will they talk about?

c How many questions are there?

d What do you have to do?

e How many answers are there that you will not use?

Focus on the questions

1  Read and listen to the first part of the conversation, and look at the example 
in the task on page 39. Now look at the underlined text in the extract from the 
conversation. This gives the answer to the example. Can you explain why?

Laura: What are you doing over the holidays, Pete?

Pete: On Monday, nothing, except sleep! I’m so tired.

Laura: ha, ha! What about Tuesday?

Pete: Well, my friend is coming to stay with me for a few days, so I want to get 
all my school work done that day, before he arrives. I’ve got a lot of maths 
and French to do.

2  Look at question 21. Read and listen to the first part of the conversation again. 
You must match a plan from the list A–H with the day, Tuesday. Answer these 
questions about question 21.
a Does the word Tuesday come before or after the plan?

b The correct answer is G. Underline the words that tell you this.

c Why is H wrong?

3 Now try the exam task.
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Part 5

Questions 21 – 25

For each question, choose the correct answer.

You will hear Pete talking to a friend about his holiday plans.

What is his plan for each day?
Example:

0 Monday E

 Days  Plans

21 Tuesday 

22 Wednesday 

23 Thursday 

24 Friday 

25 Saturday 

A do some sport 

B go shopping

C go sightseeing

D go to the theatre

E rest 

F see a film

G study

H visit a friend
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OVERVIEW
PAPER 3: SPEAKING

About the paper

The Speaking test lasts between 8 and 10 minutes and there are two parts. There are two examiners; 
one speaks to you and the other one just listens. You do the test with a partner. In some parts you 
talk to the examiner and in other parts you talk to each other.
The examiners give you marks for the test as a whole. They use a mark scheme to decide which 
band your answer falls in. There are four categories: global achievement, grammar and vocabulary, 
pronunciation, and interactive communication. For each of these you will get a mark out of 5. Your 
score out of 20 is adjusted to give marks out of 25.
Your speaking does not have to be perfect to get full marks. However, you go down one or more 
bands if your speaking is hard to understand, if you don’t say enough, or if you do not show the 
examiners that you know a wide enough range of grammar and vocabulary at A2 level.
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How to do the paper

Part 1
In Part 1, the examiner asks each of you questions about yourselves. You speak to the examiner in this 
part, and not to each other. The first few questions are simple ones, for example, your name, where 
you come from and, perhaps, your age. You just give short simple answers to these questions.
After this, the examiner asks each of you more questions on everyday topics, for example, ways of 
travelling or what you do at the weekend. You only need to give short answers to these questions. 
The examiner will also ask each of you a question which starts ‘Please tell me something about …’ 
and you should give a longer answer to this question.

Part 2
In Part 2, you speak to your partner. The examiner gives you a page with five pictures on it. These will 
show things or activities, such as ways of travelling or different sports. The examiner asks you to talk to 
your partner about whether you like or don’t like the things or activities. You should give your reasons.
The examiner then asks some questions about some or all of the pictures. You might have to say, for 
example, if you think the thing or activity is interesting, exciting or boring.
Finally, the examiner asks each of you two more questions on the same topic. You should give reasons 
for your answers.

See  SPEAKING BANK  for useful language (pages 46-47)
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PART 1: TRAINING

Focus on the instructions

1 Look at Part 1 Phase 1 on page 43. Do you 
have to take turns or talk with your partner?

2 Now look at Part 1 Phase 2. Do you answer 
the same questions as your partner or 
different ones?

Focus on the questions

1 Read the Part 1 Phase 1 questions on page 43. 
Answer the questions.
a Is this part asking you about your personal 

details or your feelings?

b Do the questions look simple or difficult?

2 Ask and answer the Part 1 Phase 1 questions 
on page 43 with your partner.

3 Now read the Part 1 Phase 2 questions. 
Answer the questions.
a How many topics will you talk about in 

Part 1 Phase 2

b How many questions must each of 
you answer?

c Which question needs a longer answer?

4 Ask and answer the Part 1 Phase 2 questions 
on page 43 with your partner.

Focus on the language

1 In Part 1 you have to give personal information. Look at these typical Part 1 questions and  
match them to the answers.

1 What’s your name?

2 Where do you live?

3 Tell me something about your school.

4 How old are you?

5 What do you do in your free time?

6 How often do you play football?

7 Which subject do you like best? Why?

8 Which subject is the most difficult?

9 Do you work or are you a student?

 
 

A Chemistry, because I don’t understand it

B I’m 13.

C It’s quite large. We don’t have to wear a 
uniform, but we get a lot of homework.

D I’m a student.

E Every Sunday.

F I play football and I watch TV.

G In Madrid.

H My name’s Fabio.

I Maths, because it’s easier than the 
other subjects.

42 PArT 1: TrAiNiNg SPEAKING © PeArSON eDUCACiÓN, S.A. 2019 PHOTOCOPiABLe



TEST 
1

SP
EA

KI
N

G

Part 1 (3–4 minutes)

Phase 1

The examiner will ask you and your partner some questions about yourself.
• What's your name?
• How old are you?
• Do you work or are you a student?
• Where do you come from?
• Where do you live?

Phase 2

Now, let’s talk about food.

A, what do you usually have for breakfast?
How often do you go to cafés or restaurants?

B, where do you eat lunch at weekends?
In your family, who cooks the best food?

Extended response
Now A, please tell me something about your dinner yesterday.

Now, let’s talk about evenings.
B, how often do you go out in the evening?
What work or studying do you do in the evening?

A, what do you like doing best in the evening?
When do you usually go to bed?

Extended response
Now B, please tell me something about what you will do this evening.

Extra questions
Where did you have dinner?
Who did you eat with?
What did you eat?

Extra questions
Where will you spend this evening?
Will you play computer games this 
evening?
How do you think you will feel at 
the end of this evening?
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PART 2: TRAINING

Focus on the instructions

1 Look at the first paragraph of Part 2 Phase 1 
on page 45.
a Who will you talk to in this part of the test?

b What will the examiner give you?

2 Now look at Part 2 Phase 2.
a What kind of questions do you answer in 

Part 2 Phase 2?

b How many questions must you answer?

c Do you answer the same questions as your 
partner or different ones?

Focus on the questions

1 Look at the pictures for Phase 1 on page 50.
a What is the topic of the pictures?

b What does each picture show?

2 Now look at the examiner's questions in 
Part 2 Phase 1. Which questions are about 
your opinion? Which question is about 
your preference?

3 Speak about the pictures for 1–2 minutes with 
your partner.

4 Look at the questions beginning ‘Do you 
think …’
1 Underline the adjectives and check you 

understand all of them.

2 Think about your answers to these 
questions. How many will you answer ‘Yes’ 
to and how many will you answer ‘No’ to?

3 Think of some reasons for your answers.

5 Choose two or three questions to ask 
your partner from Phase 2. Answer your 
partner’s questions.

Focus on the language

1 Look at these ways of saying if you like 
or don’t like something. Match them with 
the emoticons.

I hate … A

I don’t mind … B

I don’t really like … C

I really love … D

I like … E

I quite like … F

2 Which of the following can you say if you 
haven’t understood something? Which two 
should you not say? Why not?
a Sorry, I don’t understand. Can you say 

that again?

b What?

c I don’t understand you!

d Can you please repeat your question?

e I’m sorry. Please can you repeat that?

f What do you mean? Can you explain?
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Part 2 (5–6 minutes)

Phase 1

The examiner will show you some pictures and ask you and your partner to talk 
about the things they show.
Now, in this part of the test you are going to talk together.
(Turn to the pictures on page 50.)

Here are some pictures that show different sports.

Do you like these different sports? Say why or why not. I’ll say that again.
Do you like these different sports? Say why or why not.
All right? Now, talk together.

 about 1–2 minutes

The examiner will ask you at least one question each.

Do you think …

… playing basketball is fun? 
… sailing is expensive? 
… running in a race is hard? 
… riding a horse is easy? 
… cycling is good for you?

So, A, which of these sports do you like best? 
And you, B, which of these sports do you like best?

about 1–2 minutes

Thank you.

Phase 2

Now, which is more interesting, playing sports or watching sports, B? (Why?)
And what about you, A? (Which is more interesting, playing sports or watching sports?) 
(Why?)

Did you enjoy sport when you were at school, A? (Why?/Why not?)
And you, B? (Did you enjoy sport when you were at school?) (Why?/Why not?)

maximum 2 minutes

Thank you. That is the end of the test.

Extra questions
Why?/Why not?
What do you think?
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SPEAKING BANK

You take the Speaking test with a partner, and there are two examiners. One examiner speaks to 
you, and the other examiner just listens. There are two parts to the test. Each part has two phases. 
The whole test takes 8–10 minutes.

Part 1 Phase 1
You answer simple questions about your name, age and where you live.

Exam help

 These questions are always the same, and you already 
know the answers, so practise answering them clearly 
and confidently.

 Remember, you only need to give short answers to 
the questions in Phase 1.

Useful language

Giving personal information
My name’s …
I’m … years old
I come from …
I live in the city centre.
I live in a city/town/village.

Part 1 Phase 2
In this part of the test, you answer some personal questions about two different things, for example 
your family, your school, your daily life or what you do in your free time.

Exam help

 You can give short answers to these questions but 
when the examiner says, ‘Tell me something about …’ 
you should give a longer answer.

 If the examiner says ‘Tell me about your favourite …’, 
don’t just say what it is. Explain your reasons for liking 
it, and also your reasons for not liking other things.

 Always try to think of something interesting to say.
 Think about the tense you’re going to use. The 
question may be about the present, past or future.

 Speak clearly so that both examiners can hear what 
you say.

 If you don’t understand the question, ask the examiner 
to repeat it.

Useful language

Likes and dislikes
I enjoy … because …
On Tuesdays I play basketball/go swimming.
On Saturdays I go shopping/meet my friends …
I like/love/enjoy …
I don’t like/hate …
I’m good/brilliant at …
I’m OK/not good at …
It’s amazing/brilliant/cool!
My favourite … is … because …

Asking the examiner to repeat
Sorry, I don’t understand.
Could you say that again, please?
Can you repeat that, please?
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The examiner gives you and your partner some pictures to 
look at. The examiner asks you and your partner if you like 
or dislike the different activities, things or places shown in 
the pictures. You reply and give reasons for your opinions. 
You and your partner should talk together about the 
pictures.

Exam help

 Look at your partner when you speak to her/him.
 Look at each picture and say if you like or dislike what 
it shows.

 Give a reason for your opinion.
 Sometimes you can talk about a picture first and 
sometimes your partner can talk about a picture first.

 Talk for as long as you can. The examiner will tell you 
when to stop.

 Don’t stop talking if you don’t know a word. Try to use 
other words to say what you want, or move on to talk 
about something else.

Useful language

Saying you like something and giving a reason
I like quiz programmes. I think they’re interesting.
I like them because I love answering the questions.
I always love going to the beach because I love the sea!
I really enjoy swimming in the sea. That’s why I love the 
beach.

Saying you dislike something and giving a 
reason
In my opinion, the cinema is boring. That’s why I don’t like it.
I don’t like it because, for me, the films are often too long.
I don’t really enjoy restaurants. I prefer picnics outside.
I don’t like sports programmes. I like playing sport, not 
watching it.

Part 2 Phase 2
The examiner asks you and your partner one or two 
questions on the same topic as Phase 1.

Exam help

 Always listen carefully when the examiner asks your 
partner a question first because the examiner will 
then ask you, ‘And what about you?’

 If you forget the question, ask the examiner to say it 
again.

 Use the vocabulary and grammar that you have learnt.
 Listen carefully to the instructions.
 If you’re not sure what to do, ask the examiner to say 
it again.

 Speak clearly so that both examiners can hear what 
you say.

Useful language

I prefer spending my free time with friends because it’s 
more fun.
I’m not sure. I think I prefer holidays by the sea.
I’d like to go to Asia on holiday one day.
Yes, I like going to the cinema, too.
Well, I don’t really know, perhaps art exhibitions?

 

Part 2 Phase 1
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WRITING BANK
Part 6 A short message

In Part 6, you have to write a short message. You read an email or information about a situation, including three prompts for 
information. You have to decide what information is needed and write an email or message of 25 words or more, including all 
three points.

Your friend Lee was sick on Friday and now wants to know 
about the English class project. Write an email to Lee.

In your email say:
• what he has to write about
• how much he has to write
• when he needs to complete it by.

Write 25 words or more.

Example answer

Exam help

 Read all the instructions carefully so that you 
understand the situation.

 Decide what kind of message you need to write and 
who it is for.

 Decide what kind of information you need to give.
 Remember to write in complete sentences and use 
the correct punctuation (capital letters, full stops, etc.).

 Use friendly language.
 Make sure that you include information for all three 
prompts.

 Start your email with a friendly greeting, for 
example, Hi.

 Finish your email in a friendly way.
 Check your email for grammar or spelling mistakes.
 Write at least 25 words.

Useful language

Starting an email
Hi,
Great news! I’ve got a new bike.
How are you?
Guess what? I’m going on a school trip to France!

Ending an email
Have a great weekend!
Please write to me soon.
See you next week!
Love

Hi Lee,

I hope you’re feeling better. Our English 

project is about places for tourists to visit 

in our country. Write about 400 words 

about those. Our teacher wants our 

projects by 22nd. 

Good luck! 

Martin

start the email in a friendly way

this is the first content point (telling 
Lee what he has to write about) this is the second content point (how 

much he has to write)

this is the third content point (when 
he needs to complete it by)

finish your email in a friendly way
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In Part 7 you have to write a short story based on three 
pictures.

Look at the three pictures.

Write the story shown in the pictures.

Write 35 words or more.

 

Example answer

Exam help

 Describe each picture.
 Make sure that your story has a beginning, a middle 
and an end.

 Say who you can see in each picture and what the 
people are/were doing.

 Say where the story happened.
 Include words that explain when things happened 
(for example, Later).

 Include words like because and so if possible.
 Include some adjectives.
 Check your work for grammar or spelling mistakes.
 Write at least 35 words.

Useful language

In a story you need …
• verbs in the past tense (for example was, ran, saw, 

opened) because the story happened in the past.
• words that link the actions in the past (for example after 

that, later, when) to make your story easy to follow.
• a variety of adjectives and expressions (for example 

terrible, afraid, surprised, suddenly) to add interest to 
your story. 

Part 7 Story

Use different verb tenses to describe 
what happened.

Use linking words such as and to join 
your ideas. Use time words like then to show 

what order things happened

Say how the person or people in the 
story are feeling.

Use a variety of adjectives.

Two girls are riding their bikes beside a lake. 

It’s a nice day. One girl is wearing sunglasses, 

and the other girl has a big hat. Then the girl’s 

hat falls off – into the water! They stop their 

bikes and the girl picks up her hat. It’s very wet. 

She’s sad.
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ANSWER KEY
TEST 1

Test 1 Reading and Writing

Part 1: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a six
b three

Focus on the questions

1 c – a notice
2 b – in a school
 ‘Students’ ‘end-of-term concert.’ ‘Mr Jones’
3 ‘Quiet please! Students are using this room to practise 

for the end-of-term concert.’
4 A is wrong because the message is for people outside 

the practice room, not the people practising in the room.
 C is wrong because Mr Jones is asking people to be quiet. 

He’s not asking who was making a noise.
5 c – a message posted on the internet
6 a Hannah wrote it, to all her friends online.

b She’s lost her phone. ‘I’ve lost my phone’
c She is giving information. She is telling people about a 

problem. ‘I’ve lost my phone, don’t try to call or text, 
I’ll be near my computer’

d A matches Hannah’s reason for writing this message
7 b – a sign
8 a In a park beside some outdoor exercise equipment

b People over the age of 12
c No, it is not.
d A – ‘Danger – don’t use in rain’

9 c – a text message
10 a  Friends, because Jenny mentions ‘my brother’ in her 

message
b ‘lend’ means give something to someone for a while
 ‘borrow’ means take something from someone for a 

while
 ‘return’ means give something back to someone after 

borrowing it.
c The answer is B because she asks ‘Have you still got 

those football boots I lent you?’ and ‘My brother … 
wants them.’ She wants Pete to give the boots back. 
A and C are wrong because the boots are hers – she 
lent them to Pete, she wants her boots back and she 
does not want to borrow any boots.

11 b – a sign
12 a in a shop window

b No, it is not.
c It ends on May 18th.
d The shop is closing.
e C because the shop is closing

13 a – an email
14 a  Mrs Kenton. She is Harry’s art teacher. Harry is a 

student.
b Yes, he has.
c No, she doesn’t.
d Yes, she is.
e C – ‘Do you think it’ll be ready by then?’

Part 1

1 B:  ‘Quiet please! Students are using this room’
2 A:  ‘don’t try to call or text me!’; ‘I’ll be near my computer’
3 A:  ‘Danger – don’t use in rain’
4 B:  ‘Have you still got the boots I lent you? My brother 

… wants them.’
5 C:  ‘We’re closing on Saturday May 18th’
6 C:  ‘Do you think it’ll be ready by then?’

Part 2: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a seven
b three

Focus on the questions

1 a museums
b seven
c You match it with the correct text, and choose A, B 

or C for Chris, Justin or Daniel.
2 Saying how they feel about museums  ✓
3 a  ‘during my holidays in new cities. Then I make sure I 

spend at least a day going to the most famous ones.’  
(Daniel)

b The answer is C, Daniel.
4 a  ( Justin) ‘never try to see a whole museum the first 

time you go. Just go to one or two rooms, and then 
return as often as you can to see the rest.’

b ‘return as often as you can’ means ‘visit several times’ 
so the answer is B, Justin

5 a  (Chris) ‘ones where they move things round 
regularly, and bring in new things to keep it 
interesting.’

b ‘move things around and bring in new things’ means 
‘the exhibitions often change’, so the answer is A, 
Chris.

c Text B, Justin, contains the word ‘exhibition’. No, it 
does not have the idea of exhibitions changing.

6 10 B:  ‘For me, it’s important that the people who work 
in the museum are pleasant, and happy to talk to 
me about the things in the exhibition. That makes 
a big difference.’
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11 C:  ‘If it’s a big museum and I don’t have much time, I 
sometimes walk into a room and choose just five 
things to look at.’

12 A:  ‘We study these subjects at college, but I’ve 
actually found out a lot more about them from 
museums than from my textbooks.’

13 C:  ‘I also take a tour if there is one, as I learn so 
much more from listening to the person showing 
us round than I do if I’m by myself.’

Part 2

7 C:  ‘I don’t go to museums much, except during my 
holidays in new cities. Then I make sure I spend at 
least a day going to the most famous ones.’

8 B:  ‘you should never try to see a whole museum the 
first time you go. Just go to one or two rooms, and 
then return as often as you can to see the rest.’

9 A:  ‘I prefer ones where they move things round 
regularly, and bring in new things’

10 B:  ‘For me, it’s important that the people who work in 
the museum are pleasant, and happy to talk to me 
about the things in the exhibition. That makes a big 
difference.’

11 C:  ‘If it’s a big museum and I don’t have much time, I 
sometimes walk into a room and choose just five 
things to look at.’

12 A:  ‘We study these subjects at college, but I’ve actually 
found out a lot more about them from museums 
than from my textbooks.’

13 C:  ‘I also take a tour if there is one, as I learn so much 
more from listening to the person showing us round 
than I do if I’m by myself.’

Part 3: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a Read a text and answer some questions.
b It’s an article. It is from a magazine or newspaper.
c multiple choice (A, B, C)
d five

2 • what hill running is ✓ • competitions Jay enters ✓
• how old Jay is • how good Jay is ✓
• who Jay does it with ✓ • injuries Jay has had
It also talks about how and when he started, what he 
likes about it, when he does it, some difficult conditions.

Focus on the questions

1 Complete a sentence.
2 a ‘It’s not popular among my friends, but I love it.’ (B)

 ‘My dad took me and my brothers out running when 
we were little’ (C)

 ‘then when I was about fifteen, I joined a hill running 
club, called the York Merlins.’ (A)

b He went with his dad and brothers when he was 
little.

c A is wrong because he didn’t join the club until he 
was fifteen – this was after he started running. 
B is wrong because he says running is not popular 
among his friends.

3 Answer a question
4 a  No, Jay isn’t as good as some other runners. He is 

not upset: ‘that doesn’t bother me’
b It means the same as ‘that doesn’t bother me’.
c B is wrong because he says ‘What I love is being 

outdoors and finding all these beautiful places I never 
knew were there.’ This is what is important for him – 
not being as fast as the others. 
C is wrong because they do offer advice to help 
slower runners improve.

5 16 C:  ‘You need a good map and compass so you don’t 
get lost.’

17 A:  ‘There are no T-shirts or medals for the winners. 
The most you get is a piece of cake!’

18 B:  ‘But I got to the end, and that was an amazing 
feeling.’

Part 3

14 C:  ‘My dad took me and my brothers out running when 
we were little’

15 B:  ‘There are some excellent runners in the club. When 
we do our practice runs, I’m always a long way 
behind them. But that doesn’t bother me. They’re all 
really nice and often give me advice. What I love is 
being outdoors’

16 C:  ‘You need a good map and compass so you don’t 
get lost’; ‘… later in the race you often find yourself 
running alone.’

17 A:  ‘There are no T-shirts or medals for the winners. The 
most you get is a piece of cake!

18 B:  ‘But I got to the end, and that was an amazing feeling.’

Part 4: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a Complete a reading text.
b It’s an article from a magazine or the internet.
c multiple choice (A, B, C)
d six

2 Students’ own ideas – all are possible
• When Dakota Fanning was born ✓
• The films she has been in ✓
• Where she lives now
• What her family does
• Her first acting job ✓
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Focus on the questions

1 The answer is no, we can’t. Of these three words, only 
‘early’ goes with ‘age’, so the answer is B.

2 The answer is no, we can’t. Of these three words, only 
‘career’ goes with ‘long’, so the answer is A.

Focus on the language

1 a i arrives
 ii travels 

iii drives
b i play 

ii do 
iii makes

c i watch 
ii saw 
iii looked

d i plan 
ii think 
iii decided

2 See below

Part 4

19 B:  Of these three words, only ‘early’ goes with ‘at a very 
… age’.

20 A:  Of these three words, only ‘career’ goes with ‘long 
and successful’.

21 C:  You win a prize (you earn money and do an activity).
22 B:  This phrasal verb means ‘became an adult’. ‘Got up’ 

means got out of bed in the morning. ‘Went up’ 
means went higher, ‘went up the stairs’, for example.

23 A:  ‘returned to TV’ means went back to work there again. 
It is not possible to say ‘change to TV’ or ‘arrive to TV’.

24 C:  This is the word we use when we give the name of 
something. ‘Say’ and ‘tell’ are about talking.

Part 5: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a Complete a text.
b six
c an email
d grammar

2 They are friends. He is making party arrangements.

Focus on the questions

1 preposition
2 ‘much’
3 He is making a suggestion. – ‘Why’
4 ‘before’ is wrong because the next sentence tells us they 

will have dinner together, so it must be evening. – ‘after’ 
is the correct preposition.

5 ‘There’

6 a verb – ‘let’
7 a verb in the infinitive – ‘be’

Focus on the language

1 a at d to
b on, by e in
c on f to

2 a yours d Some
b There e any
c many 

3 a What c Have
b did d How

4 a hope d love/like
b know e am
c go 

Part 5

25 much:  to complete the phrase ‘Thanks so much’
26 Why:  the question word needed to complete the 

suggestion ‘Why don’t you come …’
27 after:  the preposition to explain when, ‘after school’
28 There:  the subject of the verb ‘are’ to make ‘There are’
29 let:  the verb to complete the phrase ‘let you know’ 

(means tell you)
30 be:  the verb to complete the phrase ‘it will be a 

good way’

Part 6: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a an email
b your friend Ashley
c You must ask Ashley to come shopping with you, 

explain why you need new clothes and say where 
you would like to go shopping.

Focus on the questions

1 Answer 1
a Has the student included something about all three 

pieces of information? No
b Has the student written enough words? Yes
c Is the answer easy to understand? No
 ‘I got nice clothses to go the shops, you like it I know.’  

(Because of problems with the syntax, it is not possible 
to understand what the student meant to say here.)

d Are there any language mistakes in the answer? Yes, 
see c above and:

 ‘clothses’ (clothes)
  ‘You can come with me on Saturday for shopping?’ 

(Can you come shopping with me on Saturday?)
 ‘It’s great.’ (It will be great.)
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 Answer 2
a Has the student included something about all three 

points? Yes
b Has the student written enough words? Yes
c Is the answer easy to understand? Yes
d Are there any language mistakes in the answer? Yes:

 ‘Would you like (to) come’
 ‘shoping’ (shopping)
 ‘in holiday’ (on) holiday
 ‘at two weeks’ (in) two weeks
 ‘to going’ (to go)
 Answer 3

a Has the student included something about all three 
points? No

b Has the student written enough words? Yes
c Is the answer easy to understand? Yes
d Are there any language mistakes in the answer? Yes
 ‘shops’ (shopping)
 ‘mines’ (mine)
 ‘am grow’ (growing)
 ‘I’m going to (the) department store’
 ‘in (the) town.’
 ‘I like cloths (the clothes) (in) there.’

2 A: Answer 2
B: Answer 1
C: Answer 3

Part 7: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a a story
b what is shown in the three pictures

Focus on the questions

1 Answer 1
a Has the student included something about all three 

pictures? Yes
b Has the student written enough words? Yes
c Is the answer easy to understand? Yes
d Are there any language mistakes in the answer? Yes:
  ‘Jane and Susan love (the) music so going (they went) 

to a concert’
 ‘They show (showed) their tickets’
 ‘walk (walked) inside. They has the (had a) picnic’
 ‘They eating (ate) sandwiches and (had) drinks.’
  ‘When the music start (started) they danced and 

have (had) a great time.’
 Answer 2

a Has the student included something about all three 
pictures? No – there is no mention of the picnic

b Has the student written enough words? Yes
c Is the answer easy to understand? Yes

d Are there any language mistakes in the answer? No
 Answer 3

a Has the student included something about all three 
pictures? Yes

b Has the student written enough words? No
c Is the answer easy to understand? Yes
d Are there any language mistakes in the answer? Yes:
 ‘We give (gave) our tickets (to the man)’
 ‘had (a) picnic.’
 ‘we dance (danced) to the music.’

2 A: Answer 1
B: Answer 3
C: Answer 2

Test 1 Listening

Part 1: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a five
b three
c Choose the picture that answers the question.

Focus on the questions 

1 the time Josh and Hannah will meet
2 and 3
 Josh:  ‘Hi Hannah. Don’t forget we’re going to the 

cinema for Lucy’s birthday tonight.’
 Hannah:  ‘I know Josh! Shall we go together? We can 

catch the seven o’clock (B) bus from Grange 
Road.’

 Josh:  ‘OK. I’ll come to your house at a quarter to 
seven (A) and we can walk to the bus stop 
from there’.

 Hannah:  ‘Great. But don’t be late! The film starts at half 
past seven.’ (C)

4 ‘I’ll come to your house’
5 6.45 (A)
6 B is when they will catch the bus.

C is when the film starts.
7 pound or pounds
8 1B 25 

2B 303 
3B £40 
4A £5.99 
5A 6.45 
6A 7.20 a.m.

9 A:  It’s got circles (on it).
 B:  It’s got stripes (on it).
 C:  It’s got stars (on it).
10 A:  tennis
 B:  football
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 C:  basketball
12 A:  pasta/spaghetti
 B:  soup
 C:  (roast) chicken
13 a roast chicken

b a big plate of pasta
c soup

Part 1

1 A:  ‘I’ll come to your house at a quarter to seven’
2 A:  ‘Well, I found these for just £30 in the sale.’
3 C:  ‘No, that’s not mine. Mine hasn’t got stars on it.’
4 C:  ‘So I had to choose basketball.’
5 B:  Dad: ‘There’s some soup in the fridge.’

 Girl: ‘Perfect! I’ll have the chicken tomorrow.’

Part 2: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a five
b a girl leaving a message about band practice
c Complete the gaps in the notes.

Focus on the questions

1 Example F a date
 Question 6 D a day of the week
 Question 7 C a name
 Question 8 B a time
 Question 9 A a thing
 Question 10 E a phone number
2 a 02637 997 302

b 05392 492 645
c 07836 220 368
d 020 8440 5656

4 a Lester
b Parkhurst
c Gary
d Floyd
e Lisbeth

Part 2

6 Friday:  ‘We all have after-school activities from Monday 
to Thursday, so let’s meet on Friday.’

7 Callisto:  ‘That’s C.A. double L.I.S.T.O.’
8 4:  ‘There’s a dance class starting in there at 3 

o’clock, so we can begin at 4. I think we should 
finish by 6 p.m.’

9 snacks:  ‘It’s a long practice this time, so don’t forget 
snacks. But no need to bring your own 
instruments: we can use the school’s.’

10 03726 998241:  ‘call the school secretary on  
 zero-3-7-2-6 double 9-8 2-4-1.’

Part 3: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a five
b Maria and her friend Darren talking about a dance 

school
c Answer multiple-choice questions

Focus on the questions

1 11 Maria
12 Maria
13 Maria
14 Darren
15 Darren

2 Facts: 11, 12, 13, 15
Opinions or feelings: 14

3 1 C
2 B
3 F
4 E
5 A
6 D

4 a ‘it’s just a short walk to my house’
b She says: ‘I can get the bus there from the town 

centre’
c She says: ‘I can get the bus there … after college’

Part 3

11 A:  ‘it’s just a short walk to my house when the lesson 
ends.’

12 B:  ‘jazz dance, modern dance and even street dance. 
That’s the one I chose.’

13 B:  ‘Normally it’s £100 a term, but there’s a special offer 
on this month, so it’s £75. That’s a discount of £25!’

14 A:  ‘I really need to do more exercise and I hate sport.’
15 B: Maria:  ‘Come to my house at 2 p.m., and we’ll go 

together.’
 Darren: ‘That’s a brilliant idea, thanks’

Part 4: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a five
b Answer multiple-choice questions.

2 a a date D
b an opinion or feeling G
c a price D
d the general subject G
e the reason for speaking G
f a time D
g a number D
h understanding where people are G
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Focus on the questions

1 16 understanding where people are
17 an opinion or feeling
18 the reason for speaking
19 the general subject
20 the general subject

2 a C:  on a train
b A:  ‘before we left the house’ (so they are not at 

home now)
c ‘we won’t get to our station for another 2 hours.’;
 ‘You go and get them. I’ll stay in my seat and look 

after our bags.’
 This tells you they are on a train and not in a 

restaurant, even though they are talking about food.

Part 4

16 C:  ‘We won’t get to our station for another 2 hours.’; 
‘I’ll stay in my seat and look after our bags.’

17 C:  ‘it’s a bit too short at the back’
18 C:  ‘That’s what I do, and you should too!’
19 B:  ‘I kicked it over’; ‘someone will cut themselves’; 

‘There’s water everywhere.’
20 A:  ‘the trees and plants in the gardens’; ‘The colours of 

the doors and rooves’

Part 5: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a two
b Pete’s holiday plans
c five
d Match items in two lists.
e Three – one is the answer to the example and there 

are two more extra answers.

Focus on the questions

1 Pete is going to do nothing on Monday, except sleep, 
because he is tired. This means he is going to rest. So the 
answer is E.

2 a Before
b ‘I want to get all my school work done that day, 

before he arrives. I’ve got a lot of maths and French 
to do.’

c His friend is coming to stay. He is not going to visit a 
friend.

Part 5

21 G:  ‘What about Tuesday?’; ‘I want to get all my school 
work done that day’

22 C:  ‘So are you going out with your friend on 
Wednesday?’; ‘That’s right. I’m taking him round the 
city. I want to show him the castle and all the other 
interesting places we’ve got here.’

23 A:  ‘On Thursday we’re playing tennis at my club … and 
we might go swimming afterwards.’

24 F:  ‘What about Friday?’; ‘I’ve got cinema tickets.’
25 B:  ‘Saturday?’; ‘he wants to get some new sports clothes 

in the city, so we’ll do that together.’

Test 1 Speaking

Part 1: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 take turns
2 different

Focus on the questions

1 a personal details
b they are simple questions to help you relax

3 a two topics: food and evenings
b three questions: two questions plus an extended 

response
c The one that begins ‘Tell me something about …’

Focus on the language

1 1 H
2 G
3 C
4 B
5 F
6 E
7 I
8 A
9 D

Test 1 Speaking

Part 1 Phase 1

Sample answers
Examiner: What’s your name?
Candidate: My name’s Claudia.
Examiner: How old are you?
Candidate: I’m 18 years old.
Examiner: Do you work or are you a student?
Candidate: I’m a student.
Examiner: Where do you come from?
Candidate: I’m from Portugal.
Examiner: Where do you live?
Candidate: I live in Oporto.
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Part 1 Phase 2

Sample answer
Examiner: Now, let’s talk about food. Claudia, what do you 

usually have for breakfast?
Claudia: I usually have bread with butter and jam, and 

some coffee.
Examiner: How often do you go to cafés or restaurants?
Claudia: About once a week, I think.
Examiner: Michal, where do you eat lunch at weekends?
Michal: I usually have lunch at home at weekends, but I 

sometimes go to a café with friends.
Examiner: In your family, who cooks the best food?
Michal: My dad. He’s a really good cook.
Examiner: Now Claudia, please tell me something about 

your dinner yesterday.
Claudia: My mum made a curry with beans and 

vegetables. I had it with rice and a salad. It was 
very nice, I enjoyed it a lot.

Examiner: Thank you.
Examiner: Now, let’s talk about evenings. Michal, how often 

do you go out in the evening?
Michal: I go out once or twice a week. I meet friends to 

have a coffee or go to the cinema.
Examiner: What work or studying do you do in the evening?
Michal: I sometimes do maths and sometimes English. 

And some evenings I don’t study.
Examiner: Claudia, what do you like doing best in 

the evening?
Claudia: I like watching TV or going out with my friends.
Examiner: When do you usually go to bed?
Claudia: I usually go to bed at about 10 p.m.
Examiner: Now Michal, please tell me something about 

what you will do this evening.
Michal: I’ll go home and help my mother with some jobs 

in the house. Then we’ll have dinner together. 
After that I’ll do some English homework and 
maybe watch TV before I go to bed.

Examiner: Thank you.

Part 2: Training

Focus on the instructions

1 a another student
b some pictures

2 a general questions on the topic of the pictures
b two
c the same questions

Focus on the questions

1 a sport
b playing basketball, sailing, running, horse-riding, cycling

2 opinion: ‘Do you think … … playing basketball is fun?
… sailing is expensive?
… running in a race is hard?
… riding a horse is easy?
… cycling is good for you?’

 preference: ‘Which of these sports do you like best?’
4 1  ‘fun’ 

‘expensive’ 
‘hard’ 
‘easy’ 
‘good for you’

2 Students’ own answers
3 Students’ own answers

Focus on language

1 I hate … E 
I don’t mind … B 
I don’t really like … F 
I really love … A 
I like … D 
I quite like … C 

2 You can say a, d, e, f
Do not say b or c because these sound a bit rude.

Test 1 Speaking

Part 2 Phase 1

Sample answer
Examiner: Now, in this part of the test, you are going to 

talk together. Here are some pictures that show 
different sports. Do you like these different 
sports? Say why or why not. All right? Now, 
talk together.

Claudia: I like playing basketball. It’s a fantastic game.
Michal: Yes, me too. I don’t like running. It makes me feel 

very tired.
Claudia: Really? I like running because I’m quite fast and I 

often win races.
Michal: That’s good! I’ve never been sailing. What 

about you?
Claudia: No, I’ve never been sailing. But it looks fun to me.
Michal: Yes, I agree. Do you like horse-riding?
Claudia: Yes, it’s fun. I sometimes ride a horse when I’m 

on holiday.
Michal: I don’t like cycling very much. Going up hills is 

very difficult.
Claudia: You’re right! But I enjoy cycling a lot.
Examiner: Claudia, do you think riding a horse is easy?
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Claudia: Not for me. But if you know how to do it, it 
isn’t difficult.

Examiner: Do you think sailing is expensive, Michal?
Michal: Yes. You need a boat and that costs a lot. And I 

think lessons are expensive too.
Examiner: So, Claudia, which of these sports do you 

like best?
Claudia: I like playing basketball best.
Examiner: And you, Michal, which of these sports do you 

like best?
Michal: Running is my favourite sport.
Examiner: Thank you.

Part 2 Phase 2

Sample answer
Examiner: Now, which is more interesting, playing sports or 

watching sports, Michal?
Michal: I prefer watching sports.
Examiner: Why?
Michal: Watching sports matches is very exciting. I love 

seeing who will win and how well they play. But 
doing sport is quite hard and it makes you tired.

Examiner: And what about you, Claudia?
Claudia: I like playing sports. I get very bored watching 

sports on TV. I prefer to be outside, getting some 
exercise and being with my friends.

Examiner: Did you enjoy sport when you were at 
school, Claudia?

Claudia: Yes, I did, I enjoyed it very much.
Examiner: Why?
Claudia: Because it was fun. I’ve always been good at sport 

and I loved playing in a team.
Examiner: And you, Michal?
Michal: I wasn’t very good at sport, but I enjoyed it quite 

a lot.
Examiner: Why?
Michal: Because it was something different from the 

other lessons. It was good to have a break 
from studying.

Examiner: Thank you. That is the end of the test.
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TEST 1

Part 1: Training

Page 28 Exercise 2

Josh: Hi Hannah. Don’t forget we’re going to the 
cinema for Lucy’s birthday tonight.

Hannah: I know Josh! Shall we go together? We can catch 
the seven o’clock bus from Grange Road.

Josh: OK. I’ll come to your house at a quarter to  
seven and we can walk to the bus stop 
from there.

Hannah: Great. But don’t be late! The film starts at half 
past seven.

Page 29 Exercise 8

1 There are twenty-five students in my class.
2 The meeting is in room 303.
3 That’ll be forty pounds, please.
4 This top cost me only five pounds ninety-nine!
5 Let’s meet at quarter to seven.
6 I have to wake up at twenty past seven in the morning!

Page 29 Exercise 11

4 Which after-school sport will the boy do this term?

Girl: What sport are you going to do after school this 
term? Football again? 

Boy: Well, I actually wanted tennis but there weren't 
enough people for that. And now the football 
cub is full! So I had to choose basketball. It's a 
shame as I really like football.

Girl: You're good at it too. 
Boy: Thanks! 

Page 29 Exercise 13

5 What will the girl eat for dinner tonight? 

Girl: Hi Dad. What's that you're cooking?
Dad: It's roast chicken for our dinner 
Girl: Do you mind if I have something else? I had  

a big plate of pasta at school so I'm not 
very hungry. 

Dad: No problem. There's some soup in the fridge 
Girl: Perfect! I'll have the chicken tomorrow. 

Part 1

Page 30

There are five parts to the test. You will hear each piece twice.
Now, look at the instructions for Part 1.
For each question, choose the correct answer.
Look at Question 1.

1 What time will Josh and Hannah meet?

Josh: Hi Hannah. Don’t forget we’re going to the 
cinema for Lucy’s birthday tonight.

Hannah: I know Josh! Shall we go together? We can catch 
the seven o’clock bus from Grange Road.

Josh: OK. I’ll come to your house at a quarter to seven 
and we can walk to the bus stop from there.

Hannah: Great. But don’t be late! The film starts at half 
past seven.

Now listen again.

2 How much did the girl pay for her tennis shoes?

Dad: So, these are your new tennis shoes. How much 
were they?

Girl: Don’t worry Dad! Remember you said I could 
spend £70? Well I found these for just £30 in 
the sale.

Dad: That’s excellent news!
Girl: Yes. There was an even nicer pair for £40, but 

they were a bit big.
Now listen again.

3 Which notebook was left in the classroom?

Girl: Jo, I think you’ve left your notebook in 
the classroom.

Boy: No, that’s not mine. Mine hasn’t got stars on it.
Girl: Of course – yours has circles, doesn’t it? I know 

Tom’s has stripes on the cover, so it’s not his.
Boy: Actually, I think it might be Jessica’s. I’ll ask her.
Girl: Good idea.
Now listen again.

4 Which after-school sport will the boy do this term?

Girl: What sport are you going to do after school this 
term? Football again?

Boy: Well, I actually wanted tennis but there weren’t 
enough people for that. And now the football 
cub is full! So I had to choose basketball. It’s a 
shame as I really like football.

Girl: You’re good at it too.
Boy: Thanks!
Now listen again.

5 What will the girl eat for dinner tonight?

Girl: Hi Dad. What’s that you’re cooking?
Dad: It’s roast chicken for our dinner.
Girl: Do you mind if I have something else? I had a big 

plate of pasta at school so I’m not very hungry.
Dad: No problem. There’s some soup in the fridge.
Girl: Perfect! I’ll have the chicken tomorrow.
Now listen again.

That is the end of Part 1.

AUDIOSCRIPT
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Part 2: Training

Page 32 Exercise 2

1 02637 997 302
2 05392 492 645
3 07836 220 368
4 020 8440 5656

Page 32 Exercise 4

1 It’s Lester. That’s L.E.S.T.E.R.
2 It’s Parkhurst. That’s P.A.R.K.H.U.R.S.T.
3 It’s Gary. That’s G.A.R.Y.
4 It’s Floyd. That’s F.L.O.Y.D.
5 It’s Lisbeth. That’s L.I.S.B.E.T.H.

Page 32 Exercise 6

The twentieth of November.
The second of November.
The twelfth of November.
The first of December.
The twenty-fifth of March.
The thirty-first of May.

Part 2

Page 33

Now look at Part 2.
For each question, write the correct answer in the gap. 
Write one word or a number or a date or a time. Look at 
Questions 6 - 10 now. You have 10 seconds.

You will hear a girl leaving a message about band practice.

Hi everyone. This is Sarah on the 25th of April. Don’t forget 
the school concert is on the 21st of May. It’s great that  
our band is playing in it, but we really need to practise  
before then.

We all have after-school activities from Monday to Thursday, 
so let’s meet on Friday. We can talk about how many songs 
we’re going to play and which ones - that sort of thing. I’ve 
booked a room for us – it’s called the Callisto room. That’s 
C. A. double L. I. S. T. O. I’m not sure we’ve ever been there 
before – it’s on the third floor. There’s a dance class starting 
in there at 3 o’clock, so we can begin at 4. I think we should 
finish by 6 p.m.

It’s a long practice this time, so don’t forget snacks. But 
no need to bring your own instruments – we can use the 
school’s. Oh, one more thing. If my phone is switched off and 
you need to send me a message, call the school secretary on: 
zero -3-7-2-6, double 9-8, 2-4-1. She’ll find me.

Now listen again.

That is the end of Part 2.

Part 3: Training

Page 34 Exercise 4

Darren: You’re looking well Maria. Are you still doing a lot 
of running?

Maria: Actually I’ve started going to a dance school. It’s 
great for me because I can get the bus there from 
the town centre after college, and then it’s just a 
short walk to my house when the lesson ends.

Part 3

Page 35

Now look at Part 3.
For each question, choose the correct answer. Look at 
Questions 11–15 now. You have 20 seconds.

You will hear Maria talking to her friend Darren about a 
dance school.

Darren: You’re looking well Maria. Are you still doing a lot 
of running?

Maria: Actually I’ve started going to a dance school. It’s 
great for me because I can get the bus there from 
the town centre after college, and then it’s just a 
short walk to my house when the lesson ends.

Darren: What kind of dance classes do you do?
Maria: The school offers lots of kinds – jazz dance, 

modern dance and even street dance. That’s the 
one I chose.

Darren: Is it expensive?
Maria: Not really. Normally it’s £100 a term, but there’s 

a special offer on this month, so it’s £75. That’s a 
discount of £25!

Darren: Not bad! This sounds like a good activity for me. I 
really need to do more exercise and I hate sport. 
I’ll ask some of my friends to come too.

Maria: OK, but why not visit the school first to see if 
you like it? There’s a special show for visitors next 
Saturday. Come to my house at two pm, and we’ll 
go together.

Darren: That’s a brilliant idea, thanks. I know how to get 
to your place by bus.

Maria: Great. See you then.
Now listen again.

That is the end of Part 3.

Part 4: Training

Page 36 Exercise 2

16 You will hear two friends talking. Where are they?

Girl: I’m really hungry! I forgot to eat before we left 
the house.
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Boy: Me too, I’m starving! And we won’t arrive at our 
station for another 2 hours.

Girl: How much money have you got on you?
Boy: £6.00. It’s enough to get a couple of sandwiches.
Girl: OK. You go and get them. I’ll stay in my seat and 

look after our bags.

Part 4

Page 37

Now look at Part 4.
For each question, choose the correct answer.

16 You will hear two friends talking. Where are they?

Girl: I’m really hungry! I forgot to eat before we left 
the house.

Boy: Me too, I’m starving! And we won’t get to our 
station for another 2 hours.

Girl: How much money have you got on you?
Boy: £6.00. It’s enough to get a couple of sandwiches.
Girl: OK. You go and get them. I’ll stay in my seat and 

look after our bags.

Now listen again.

17 You will hear two friends talking in a clothes shop. What 
doesn’t the man like about the jacket?

Woman: So, do you think you’ll buy the jacket? That dark 
blue really suits you.

Man: I’m not sure. I agree about the colour – but it’s a 
bit too short at the back.

Woman: Ah I see. Well, at that price you have to be sure 
you really love it.

Man: You’re right! OK – let’s keep looking.

Now listen again.

18 You will hear a woman talking on the radio. What is she 
doing?

Woman: There are too many cooking shows on TV! The 
thing is, I’m not interested! I’ve got lots of hobbies, 
but cooking isn’t one of them. If you’re like me, just 
use the supermarket. That’s what I do, and you 
should too! The shelves are full of ready meals, and 
lots of them are really nice and healthy too.

Now listen again.

19 You will hear two friends talking at home. What have 
they just broken?

Girl: Oh no! How did that happen?
Boy: I’m really sorry – I didn’t see it there by the sofa. I 

kicked it over by accident.

Girl: We were both so busy playing our game! We’d 
better clean it up or someone will cut themselves.

Boy: OK. I’ll get a cloth as well. There’s 
water everywhere.

Now listen again.

20 You will hear a man describing a painting. What is the 
painting of?

 Now this is the painting we gave first prize to. It shows a 
moment just after the rain has stopped. The sun is out, 
and the trees and plants in the gardens look fresh and 
beautiful. The colours of the doors and rooves are so 
bright, and a few people are just starting to come out of 
their houses.

Now listen again.

That is the end of Part 4.

Part 5: Training

Page 38 Exercise 1

Laura: What are you doing over the holidays, Pete?
Pete: On Monday, nothing, except sleep! I’m so tired.
Laura: (ha ha!) What about Tuesday?
Pete: Well, my friend is coming to stay with me for 

a few days, so I want to get all my school work 
done that day, before he arrives. I’ve got a lot of 
maths and French to do.

Part 5

Page 39

Now look at Part 5.
For each question, choose the correct answer.
Look at Questions 21–25 now. You have 15 seconds.

You will hear Pete talking to a friend about his holiday plans. 
What is his plan for each day?
Laura: What are you doing over the holidays, Pete?
Pete: On Monday, nothing, except sleep! I’m so tired.
Laura: (ha ha!) What about Tuesday?
Pete: Well, my friend is coming to stay with me for 

a few days, so I want to get all my school work 
done that day, before he arrives. I’ve got a lot of 
maths and French to do.

Laura: Good idea. So are you going out with your friend 
on Wednesday?

Pete: That’s right. I’m taking him round the city. I 
want to show him the castle and all the other 
interesting places we’ve got here.

Laura: You’ll need a rest after that!
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Pete: No time! On Thursday we’re playing tennis at 
my club, the one near the supermarket, and we 
might go swimming afterwards.

Laura: What about Friday?
Pete: I’ve got cinema tickets. I wanted to take him to 

the theatre but it was too expensive.
Laura: I know what you mean! And I guess your friend 

goes home on Saturday?
Pete: Yes, but not till the evening. Before that he wants 

to get some new sports clothes in the city, so 
we’ll do that together.

Laura: Sounds like you’ll have a great holiday.
Now listen again.

That is the end of Part 5.

You now have six minutes to write your answers on the 
answer sheet.

You have one more minute.

That is the end of the test.
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